Notes on Lincoln Cent Obverse Design Changes

1. The numerous changes from year to year would seem to indicate either a new reduction from the galvano, or extensive modifications to a master die which was promoted to a master hub.

2. From the numerous changes in the style of digits used from decade to decade as well as from year to year, it seems more likely that the digits were engraved into the master die rather than punched.  Why would the mint have so many different fonts available?  It seems more likely that the job of preparing the master die for each year was given to a mint engraver on a rotating basis.  Thus the various changes could be attributed to the styles of the different engravers, the amount of time they had to complete the task, and any input concerning the wear of the previous year's design.
3. On occasion a completely new design was abandoned (e.g. 1920).

4. On other occasions a series of design changes was bypassed and the design regressed to a previous incarnation (e.g. 1922, 1936).

5. I am at a loss to explain the blunt 4/pointed 4 doubled die for 1949.  There is doubling on the19, which would not be expected if a 2 digit MH was used.  There is no doubling under the last 9 which would be expected if a 1948 hub was used.  Could there have been a three digit (194) master hub from 1948 which was used for the first hubbing?  Why would such an intermediate hub be made?

6. The re-engraved bowtie on the 1971 appears to have been made to the master die rather than the production of a new master hub.  I gave it its own number because there is a definite change to the design.

7. While studying the 1971 changes, I discovered a new reverse design (re-engraved steps on the right side of the Memorial).  Transitional coins exist, though I have not studied their rarity.  I have not seen any class III doubled dies from the two designs, but I am not sure if they could even be told apart.

8. There are two master dies for 1972.  One is a doubled die and one is not.  But there is no change in the design.  Therefore I labeled them A and B.

9. It is surprising that with two significantly different master dies in 1974, we haven't seen a class III doubled die.  The same can be said of 1982.

10. In the listing below MH is master hub and is either created by a reduction from the galvano or from a promoted master die.  In some cases it can be inferred that the MH carried 4 digits.  When the master hub was used in subsequent years it can be inferred that it carried either 2 or 3 digits.

Lincoln Cent Obverse Design Changes

1909 – Original master hub reduction from the galvano MH-1 (4 digits)


Slanted lower interior vest line, notch in W, pointed first 1 of date


No necklines, small triangle inside tall triangle at lower front vest

1910 – Original MH-2 (4 digits) based on MH-1

No vest line, notch in W, large 1s and 0 of date

No necklines, one tall triangle at lower front vest

1911 – Original MH-3 (4 digits) based on MH-2

No vest line, No notch in W, standard hair detail, flat top 1s of date

No necklines, one tall triangle at lower front vest

1912 – Original MH-4  (4 digits), based on MH-2


Slanted lower interior vest line, notch in W, enhanced hair detail, flat top first 1 of date


Necklines, one tall triangle at lower front vest

1913 – MH-4 (2 or 3 digits)

1914 – MH-4 (2 or 3 digits)

1915 – Original MH-5 (2  or 3 digits) based on MH-4


Slanted lower interior vest line, notch in W, enhanced hair detail, flat top first 1 of date


Necklines, one tall triangle at lower front vest


Coat collar strengthened

1916 – Original MH-6 (4 digits) based on MH-5


Short slanted vest line, notch in W, additional enhanced hair detail, flat top first 1 of date


Necklines, one tall triangle at lower front vest


Coat collar strengthened

1917 – MH-6 (2 or 3 digits)

1918 – Original MH-7 (4 digits) based on MH-6


Short slanted vest line, notch in W, additional enhanced hair detail, flat top first 1 of date


Necklines, one tall triangle at lower front vest, V.D.B. on shoulder


Coat collar strengthened

1919 – Original MH-8 (4 digits) based on MH-7


Short slanted vest line, notch in W, additional enhanced hair detail, flat top first 1 of date


Necklines, one tall triangle at lower front vest, V.D.B. on shoulder


Enhanced upper vest under the tie

1920 – Original MH-9 (4 digits) based on MH-8


Notch in W, additional enhanced hair detail, flat top first 1 of date


Necklines, V.D.B. on shoulder


Redesigned front vest from top to bottom.

1921 – MH-7 (2 digits)

1922 – Original MH-10 (4 digits) based on MH-7


Short slanted vest line, notch in W, additional enhanced hair detail, flat top first 1 of date


Necklines, one tall triangle at lower front vest, V.D.B. on shoulder


Flat foot to G of GOD, smaller upper loop of R of TRUST

1923 – MH-10 (2 or 3 digits)

1924 – MH-10 (2 or 3 digits)

1925 – MH-10 (2 or 3 digits)

1926 – MH-10 (2 or 3 digits)

1927 – MH-10 (2 or 3 digits)

1928 – MH-10 (2 or 3 digits)

1929 – MH-10 (2 or 3 digits)

1930 – Original MH-11 (4 digits) based on MH-10


Short slanted vest line, notch in W, additional enhanced hair detail, flat top first 1 of date


Necklines, one tall triangle at lower front vest, V.D.B. on shoulder


Coat collar strengthened


Flat foot to G of GOD, smaller upper loop of R of TRUST


Trench around back of hair, New style 19 of date

1931 – Original MH-12 (4 digits) based on MH-10


Short slanted vest line, notch in W, additional enhanced hair detail, flat top first 1 of date


Necklines, one tall triangle at lower front vest, V.D.B. on shoulder


Coat collar strengthened


Flat foot to G of GOD, smaller upper loop of R of TRUST


Trench around back of hair, Old style 19 of date

1932 – MH-12 (2 digits)

1933 – Original MH-13 (2 digits)  based on MH-12


Short slanted vest line, notch in W, additional enhanced hair detail, flat top first 1 of date


Necklines, one tall triangle at lower front vest, V.D.B. on shoulder


Coat collar strengthened


Flat foot to G of GOD, smaller upper loop of R of TRUST


Trench around back of hair and nose, Old style 19 of date


Doubling on forehead

1934 – Original MH-14 (4 digits) based on MH-7


Short slanted vest line, notch in W, additional enhanced hair detail, flat top first 1 of date


Necklines, one tall triangle at lower front vest, V.D.B. on shoulder


Coat collar strengthened


No trench around back of hair, Different style 9 of date


Pointed foot to G of GOD, larger upper loop of R of TRUST

1935 – Original MH-15 (2 digits) based on MH-13 


Short slanted vest line, notch in W, additional enhanced hair detail, flat top first 1 of date


Necklines, one tall triangle at lower front vest, V.D.B. on shoulder


Coat collar strengthened


Flat foot to G of GOD, smaller upper loop of R of TRUST


Full trench around head, Old style 19 of date


Doubling on forehead

1936 – MH-10 (2 digits) probably from 1929 MD because of lack of detail.

1937 – MH-15 (2 digits)

1938 – Original MH-16 (2 digits) based on MH-15


Short slanted vest line, notch in W, additional enhanced hair detail, flat top first 1 of date


Necklines, one tall triangle at lower front vest, V.D.B. on shoulder


Coat collar strengthened


Flat foot to G of GOD, smaller upper loop of R of TRUST


Removal of the full trench around head smoothes the profile outline, Old style 19 of date


Doubling on forehead

1939 – MH-15 (2 digits)

1940 – MH-15 (2 digits)

1941 – MH-15 (2 digits)

1942 – MH-15 (2 digits)

1943 – Original MH-17 (2 digits) based on MH-15


Short slanted vest line, notch in W, additional enhanced hair detail, flat top first 1 of date


Necklines, one tall triangle at lower front vest, V.D.B. on shoulder


Coat collar strengthened


Flat foot to G of GOD, smaller upper loop of R of TRUST


Full trench around profile with enhancements on vest, shoulder & tie, Old style 19 of date 

Doubling on forehead

1944 – MH-15 (2 digits)

1945 – MH-15 (2 digits)

1946 – MH-15 (2 digits)

1947 – MH-15 (2 digits)

1948 – MH-15 (2 digits), MDO, class VI

1949 – MH-15 (2 digits)

1950 – MH-15 (2 digits)

1951 – Original MH-18 (4 digits) based on MH-15


Short slanted vest line, notch in W, additional enhanced hair detail, flat top first 1 of date


Necklines, one tall triangle at lower front vest, V.D.B. on shoulder


Coat collar strengthened


Flat foot to G of GOD, smaller upper loop of R of TRUST


Most of the trench around head is worn out, Old style 19 of date 

Doubling on forehead

Raised square tip added to the interior of the 9, raised outlining around beard, and upper forelock of hair

Larger letters to LIBERTY

1952 – MH-15 (2 digits)

1953 – MH-18 (2 digits)

1954 – Original MH-19 (4 digits) based on MH-18


Short slanted vest line, notch in W, additional enhanced hair detail, flat top first 1 of date


Necklines, one tall triangle at lower front vest, V.D.B. on shoulder


Coat collar strengthened


Flat foot to G of GOD, smaller upper loop of R of TRUST


Most of the trench around head is worn out

Doubling on forehead

The interior of the 9 is rounded and points higher, raised outlining around beard, and upper forelock of hair

Larger letters to LIBERTY, additional raised outline around beard and throat

1955 – MH-18 (2 digits)

1956 – Original MH-20 (4 digits) based on MH-19


Short slanted vest line, one tall triangle at lower front vest, V.D.B. on shoulder


New style of lettering for IN GOD WE TRUST


Thicker 9 with an almost square interior serif, smoothed outline of profile

Extremely large letters to BERTY of LIBERTY

1957 – Original MH-21 (4 digits) based on MH-20


Short Slanted vest line, one tall triangle at lower front vest, V.D.B. on shoulder


Another new style of lettering for IN GOD WE TRUST


Thicker 9 with a square interior serif, smoothed outline of profile

Very large letters to BERTY of LIBERTY

1958 – MH-21 (2 digits)

1959 – MH-21 (2 digits)

1960 – Original MH-22 (4 digits) based on MH-18


Short slanted vest line, one tall triangle at lower front vest, V.D.B. on shoulder


Revised new style of lettering for IN GOD WE TRUST


Thicker, smaller 9 with a pointed interior serif and an outlined square, small date

Added Adam's apple

Small letters for LIBERTY

1960 – Original MH-23 (4 digits) based on MH-18


Short slanted vest line, one tall triangle at lower front vest, V.D.B. on shoulder


Brand new style of lettering for IN GOD WE TRUST


Thicker, larger 9 with a square interior serif, large date

New Large letters for LIBERTY

1961 – MH-23 (2 or 3 digits)

1962 – MH-23 (2 or 3 digits)

1963 – MH-23 (2 or 3 digits)

1964 – MH-23 (2 or 3 digits)

1965 – MH-23 (2 or 3 digits)

1966 – MH-23 (2 or 3 digits)

1967 – MH-23 (2 or 3 digits)

1968 – MH-23 (2 or 3 digits)

1969 – Original MH-24 (4 digits)


New portrait design probably based on original galvano, but with modifications.

All letters are thinner, smaller, more evenly sized

Thin numbers in date with 9 having an inner pointed serif 

1970 – Original MH-25 (4 digits) based on MH-24


New portrait design

All letters are thinner, smaller, more evenly sized

Thicker numbers in date with 9 having an inner rounded serif which points further downward, Large Date

1970 – Original MH-26 (4 digits) based on MH-24


New portrait design

All letters are thinner, smaller, more evenly sized

Thin numbers in date with 9 having an inner pointed serif which points SE, Small Date

1971 – Original MH-27 (4 digits) based on MH-24


New portrait design

All letters are thinner, smaller, more evenly sized

Thin numbers in date with 9 having an inner pointed serif

Re-engraved lower throat

1971 – Original MH-28 (4 digits), probably enhanced MD


New portrait design

All letters are thinner, smaller, more evenly sized

Thin numbers in date with 9 having an inner pointed serif

Re-engraved lower throat

Re-engraved bowtie

1972 – MH-27a (2 digits)

1972 – MH-27b (2 digits), MDO, class I-CW

1973 – Original MH-29 (4 digits) based on MH-27


New portrait design

All letters are thinner, smaller, more evenly sized

Thin numbers in date with 9 having an inner pointed serif

Re-engraved lower throat

Strengthened ERTY of LIBERTY, 9 of date

1974 – Original MH-30 (4 digits)


Revised portrait design including hair and Adam's apple, tie, and front vest detail

All letters are thicker, larger, evenly sized

Thick numbers in date with 9 having an inner rounder serif, Large Date

1974 – Original MH-31 (4 digits) based on MH-30


Revised portrait design including hair and front vest detail

All letters are thinner, smaller, evenly sized

Thin numbers in date with 9 having an inner flat serif, Small Date

1975 – MH-31 (2 digits)

1976 – MH-31 (2 digits)

1977 – MH-31 (2 digits)

1978 – MH-31 (2 digits)

1979 – MH-31 (2 digits)

1980 – MH-31 (2 digits)

1981 – MH-31 (2 digits)

1982 – MH-31 (2 digits)

1982 – Original MH-32 (4 digits) based on MH-31


Revised portrait design including hair and front vest detail

All letters are super thin, small, evenly sized

Thin numbers in date with 9 having an inner flat serif, Small Date for the year

1983 – MH-32 (2 digits)

1984 – MH-32 (2 digits)

1985 – MH-32 (2 digits)

1986 – Original MH-33 (4 digits) based on MH-32


Revised portrait design including hair and front vest detail

All letters are super thin, small, evenly sized

Thin numbers in date with 9 having an inner flat serif

Restyled Bowtie and Adam's apple

Lowered relief in hair detail

1987 – Original MH-34 (4 digits) based on MH-33


Revised portrait design including hair and front vest detail

All letters are super thin, small, evenly sized

Thin numbers in date with 9 having an inner flat serif

Restyled bowtie and Adam's apple

Lowered relief in hair detail

Strengthened upper hair detail and bowtie

1988 – MH-34 (2 digits)

1989 – MH-34 (2 digits)

1990 – Original MH-35 (4 digits) based on MH-34


Revised portrait design including hair and front vest detail

All letters are super thin, small, evenly sized

Thin numbers in date with 9 having an inner flat serif

Restyled bowtie and Adam's apple

Lowered relief in hair detail

Strengthened upper hair detail and bowtie

Strengthened upper beard detail with thin strands

1991 – Original MH-36 (4 digits)


New revised portrait design including hair and front vest detail

All letters are super thin, small, evenly sized

Thin numbers in date with 9 having an inner flat serif

New bowtie and Adam's apple

Additional strengthening to hair and beard detail

1992 – Original MH-37 (4 digits) based on MH-36


New revised portrait design including hair and front vest detail

All letters are super thin, small, evenly sized

Thin numbers in date with 9 having an inner flat serif

Revised bowtie

Additional strengthening to hair, beard detail, and lock on forehead

1993 – Original MH-38 (4 digits) based on MH-37


New revised portrait design including hair and front vest detail

All letters are extremely thin, small, evenly sized

Thin numbers in date with 9 having an inner flat serif

Further changes to bowtie, mole on lower cheek is more prominent

Additional strengthening to hair, beard detail, and lock on forehead

1994 – MH-38 (4 digits)

1995 – MH-38 (4 digits)

1996 – MH-38 (4 digits)

1997 – Original MH-39 (4 digits) based on MH-38


New revised portrait design including hair and front vest detail

All letters are extremely thin, small, evenly sized

Thin numbers in date with 9 having an inner flat serif

Further changes to bowtie, mole on lower cheek is more prominent

Additional strengthening to hair, beard detail, and lock on forehead

Changes in the front vest detail

1998 – MH-39 (4 digits)

1999 – MH-39 (4 digits)

2000 – Original MH-40 (4 digits) based on MH-39


New revised portrait design including hair and front vest detail

All letters are extremely thin, small, evenly sized

Thin numbers in date with 9 having an inner flat serif

Further changes to bowtie, mole on lower cheek is more prominent

Additional strengthening to hair, beard detail, and lock on forehead

Changes in the front vest detail

Enhanced lower beard and lower lip

2001 – Original MH-41 (4 digits) based on MH-39

All lettering is now thicker and slightly larger

Stronger collar above bowtie

2002 – MH-41 (4 digits)

2003 – MH-41 (4 digits)

2004 – MH-41 (4 digits)

2005 – MH-41 (4 digits)

2006 – MH-41 (4 digits)

2007 – MH-41 (4 digits)

1

